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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
HALTWHISTLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  again  submitting  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Eeport  on  the  health  of  your  district.  I see  no  reason  to 
make  any  alteration  in  the  division  of  the  District  into  sub-areas,  and 
in  the  compilation  of  the  various  tables  appended,  the  same  arrange- 
ment will  be  maintained  which  I adopted  three  years  ago.  The  total 
area  of  the  whole  district,  which  comprises  17  towmships,  is  estimated 
to  be  96,333  acres  and  the  population,  which  at  the  census  of  1901 
was  8,500,  may  now,  by  the  natural  increase— that  is  the  excess  of 
births  over  deaths — be  estimated  at  8,780.  This  gives  a density  of 
*09  persons  per  acre. 

The  following  table  shows  the  arrangement  of  the  sub- 
districts above  referred  to,  with  the  area  of  each  and  the  estimated 
population  for  the  year,  inhabited  houses  in  each,  and  also  the  birth 
and  death  rate  in  each  separate  locality  : — 


Sub- 

District. 

Townships  Comprised. 

A rea . 

Popultaion. 

Inhabited  j 
Houses. 

No.  i 

Haltwhistle. 

3133 

3257 

710 

No.  2 

Melkridge  and  Henshaw. 

17633 

1090 

226 

No.  3 

Blenkinsopp  and  Thirlwall. . . . 

10508 

1546 

286 

No.  4 

Lambley  and  Hartleyburn. . . . 

6595 

906 

r75 

No.  5 

The  remaining  io  Townships. . 

58469 

1981 

427 

Sub- 

Births, 

Deaths. 

Deaths 

under 

Notifications  of 

District. 

1 year. 

Infectious  Disease. 

No,  i 

IOI 

55 

13 

44 

No.  2 

33 

17 

3 

4 

No.  3 

45 

18 

2 

72 

No.  4 

21 

11 

3 

4 

No.  5 

38 

24 

1 

34 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate. — On  referring  to  Table  No.  1.  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Birth  Rate  26  6 is  slightly  in  advance  of  last  year,  but  on 
the  other  hand  somewhat  lower  than  the  average  for  the  last  ten 
years,  which  is  represented  by  27-6.  The  actual  number  of  Births 
registered  was  236- — -of  these  112  were  males  and  124  females — the 
proportion  of  illegitimates  being  17,  as  compared  with  14  in  1903 — 
16  in  1902.  The  distribution  of  the  Births  in  the  various  sub- 
distncts  will  be  seen  in  the  Table  given  above. 

Death  Rate. — The  statistics  under  this  heading  are  of 
the  greatest  importance,  dealing  as  they  do  with  the  mortality  of  the 
district  and  the  various  causes  either  existing  in  the  district  or  intro- 
duced into  it,  from  which  such  mortality  arises.  A general  idea  of 
this  may  be  obtained  by  a study  of  No.  1 Table,  but  in  more  detail, 
and  with  further  particulars,  in  Tables  Nos.  2 and  4. 

The  total  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  the  district  is  14-23, 
which  shows  a rise  over  that  of  1903,  which  was  only  12-34.  The 
death-rate  for  the  year  is  also  slightly  above  the  average  for  the  last 
decennial  period,  which  stands  at  13-89.  The  number  of  deaths 
registered  during  the  year  was  125,  as  compared  with  107  in  1903, 
and  an  average  of  114  for  the  preceding  10  years. 

As  regards  sex,  65  were  Males  and  60  Females,  and  in 
reference  to  age,  22  were  under  one  year,  32  were  65  years  and  over. 

The  death-rate  would  be  slightly  reduced  if  two  suicides 
and  one  fatal  accident  be  deducted.  It  would  then  be  equal  to 
13-81. 


The  Infant  Mortality  has  declined  slightly,  and  is  22, 
as  compared  with  25  in  1903  ; but  of  the  total  number  one-half  died 
under  one  month,  and  seven  of  these  were  due  to  premature  birth 
and  the  debility  resulting  therefrom. 

Zymotic  Diseases. — The  number  of  deaths  under  this 
heading  is  17,  as  compared  with  3 in  1903.  The  increase  is  mainly 
due  to  epidemics  of  Whooping-Cough,  Measles,  and  Scarlet  Fever, 
all  of  which  have  been  very  prevalent  during  the  year.  The  number 
of  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  is  also  increased  from  2 last  year  to  6 this 
year.  The  mortality  from  this  cause  is  probably  in  a great  measure 
due  to  the  dry  Summer  and  Autumn.  The  other  influences  which 
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are  supposed  to  raise  the  mortality  from  this  complaint — such  as 
density  of  population,  want  of  ventilation,  drinking  water,  food — can 
hardly  be  held  responsible  in  your  district.  The  rate  per  thousand 
under  this  heading  is  1-92,  as  compared  with  -33  last  year. 

Pulmonary  Phthisis  is  responsible  for  11  deaths,  as  com- 
pared with  5 last  year,  and  the  rate  is  proportionately  increased  from 
•58  to  1-2  per  thousand. 

I am  of  opinion  that  houses  in  which  cases  of  Phthisis  have 
existed  for  a length  of  time  should,  on  the  death  of  the  patient,  be  as 
thoroughly  disinfected  as  rooms  in  which  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  or 
other  infectious  disease  have  been  treated. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

A reference  to  Table  No.  3 will  show  that  158  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  as  against  30 
in  1902,  and  only  17  in  1903.  This  is  chiefly  due  to  an  epidemic  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  which  has  prevailed  generally  all  over  the  District, 
but  was  more  particulaly  marked  in  Sub-Districts  Nos.  1,  3,  and  5, 
147  cases  in  all  being  reported.  Of  the  remaining  11,  6 were  cases 
of  Erysipelas,  4 of  Small  Pox,  and  1 Enteric  Fever. 

Small  Pox. — Of  the  Smallpox  cases,  3 occurred  in  the 
persons  of  tramps,  and  were  successfully  treated  in  the  Infectious 
Ward  at  the  Workhouse.  The  other  case  appeared  in  No.  5 Sub- 
District,  and  was  introduced  in  the  person  of  a workman  who  had 
been  employed  at  Blyth.  It  will  be  seen  that  all  the  cases  were 
imported,  and  in  no  instance  was  there  any  spread  of  the  infection, 
all  known  contacts  being  immediately  re-vaccinated,  and  isolation  of 
all  the  cases  being  carried  out  as  far  as  possible,  with  careful  dis- 
infection of  the  rooms  occupied  and  clothing  worn.  You  are  aware, 
gentlemen,  that  no  provision  in  the  way  of  an  Isolation  Hospital 
has  yet  been  made  in  your  District ; and,  considering  the  continued 
prevalence  of  Small  Pox  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newcastle,  we 
cannot  be  considered  safe  from  the  risk  of  infection.  I know  that  in 
the  early  part  of  the  year  every  effort  was  made  by  an  energetic 
Sub-Committee  of  your  Council  to  secure  a suitable  site,  but  their 
labours  were  not  crowned  with  success  ; and,  as  no  fresh  cases  of 
Small  Pox  appeared,  the  enthusiasm  of  the  Committee  died  down, 
and  nothing  further  has  been  done  to  my  knowledge.  On  a recent 
visit  of  the  Local  Government  Board  Inspector,  who  brought  the 
matter  up,  you  rather  ungenerously  sheltered  yourselves  under  some 


5 


remarks  made  by  me  at  one  of  the  monthly  meetings,  in  which  I 
stated  that  probably  it  might  be  well  to  defer  the  subject  to  see  what 
action  the  Government  might  take  with  regard  to  efficient  vaccination 
and  re-vaccination  as  a,  preventive  of  the  disease.  I also  referred  to  a 
report  of  Dr.  Bruce  Lowe’s,  who  had  been  sent  over  to  Germany  to 
investigate  the  practical  immunity  of  that  country  from  epidemics  of 
Small  Pox.  His  report  clearly  showed  that  this  was  entirely  due  to 
the  efficiency  of  both  primary  vaccination  and  re-vaccination,  which 
were  compulsory — the  male  population  being  vaccinated  at  least 
three  times,  the  females  twice,  before  attaining  the  age  of  21  years. 
No  Isolation  Hospitals  were  considered  necessary.  Any  cases  of 
the  disease  imported  from  less-protected  countries  were  treated  in 
the  General  Hospitals,  with  no  special  precautions  for  the  other 
patients,  who  were  all  considered  perfectly  safe  in  consequence  of 
the  above-named  methods.  I am  not  at  all  sure  that  even  the  best- 
regulated  Isolation  Hospitals,  with  every  advantage  as  to  site,  and 
all  the  conditions  laid  down  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  are 
unmixed  blessings.  It  has  been  proved  again  and  again  that  these 
Hospitals  have  become  centres  from  which  the  disease  is  easily 
spread  to  surrounding  dwellings,  a casein  point  having  been  reported 
only  a few  weeks  ago  from  Gateshead.  In  the  absence  of  an  Isola- 
tion Hospital  in  the  District,  arrangements  should  be  made  before- 
hand for  the  conveyance  to  and  admission  into  some  already-existing 
Hospital,  or  by  subsidising  some  occupier  of  an  isolated  cottage, 
without  children,  who  would  be  willing  to  receive  and  nurse  on 
occasion  patients  requiring  such  accommodation. 

Erysipelas. — With  regard  to  the  6 cases  of  this  disease, 
4 occurred  in  Sub-District  No.  5,  and  1 each  in  Nos.  1 and  4 ; but 
they  were  all  separate  outbreaks,  and  had  no  connection  with  each 
other,  and  were  also  at  dates  widely  apart. 

Scarlet  Fever.  — As  already  mentioned,  this  disease  has 
been  very  prevalent  all  over  the  District,  but  principally  in 
Sub-Districts  1,  3,  and  5.  The  disease  has  been  of  an  exceedingly 
mild  type,  only  3 deaths  having  resulted — all  in  children  under  5 
years.  The  School  at  Featherstone  was  closed  for  this  reason  in 
March,  and  the  Greenhead  Schools  in  October.  The  very  mild 
character  of  the  epidemic  has,  in  my  opinion,  tended  much  to 
account  for  the  spread  of  infection.  Most  of  the  cases  have  required 
little  medical  attention  or  nursing,  and  in  consequence  children  and 
others  of  more  mature  age  have  quickly  recovered,  and  been  per- 
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mitted  to  go  about  all  over  during  the  stage  of  desquamation,  which 
is  highly  infectious.  Every  warning  has  been  given  as  to  the 
necessity  of  keeping  indoors  till  six  weeks  after  the  development  of 
the  disease,  not  only  for  the  sake  of  the  general  public,  but  for  the 
patient’s  own  safety  from  complications  of  a serious  nature,  which 
are  apt  to  follow  a chill.  Little  heed,  however,  has  been  taken  of 
repeated  warnings,  and  it  might  be  well  if  the  Council  took  steps  to 
make  an  example  of  those  who  ought  to  know  better  for  exposing 
themselves  whilst  suffering  from  a dangerous  infectious  disease. 

Measles. — During  the  months  of  August,  September,  and 
October,  Measles  was  prevalent  in  Sub-Districts  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3, 
and  during  December  in  No.  5.  School-closure  at  Halcwhistle, 
Coanwood,  Beltingham,  Henshaw,  and  Eeatherstone  became  neces- 
sary for  varying  periods.  Measles  also  accounted  for  3 deaths — all 
under  five  years  of  age.  The  widespread  epidemics  of  Measles  and 
Scarlet  Fever  which  have  prevailed  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  have  necessitated  a large  number  of  special  visits  of  investi- 
gation— in  most  of  which  the  Surveyor  accompanied  me — -to  nearly 
all  of  the  Townships  in  the  District,  but  more  particularly  to  Blen- 
kinsopp,  Thirlwall,  Whitfield,  Featherstone,  Ridley,  Henshaw,  and 
Hartley  burn.  Haltwhistle,  of  course,  received  more  frequent  atten- 
tion, and  in  connection  with  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  this 
Township,  proceedings  were  taken  by  the  Council,  and  a conviction 
obtained  for  removing  infected  furniture  to  Sunderland. 

Whooping-Cough. — Five  deaths  were  registered  from  this 
cause,  which  was  very  generally  prevalent  all  over  the  District,  but 
more  particularly  so  in  Sub-Districts  1 and  3,  between  the  months 
of  May  and  September.  The  fine  weather  of  that  period  did  much 
to  prevent  the  usual  complications  attending  this  disease,  and  the 
mortality  was  low,  considering  the  extent  and  continuance  of  the 
epidemic. 


Enteric  Fever. — Only  one  case  occurred  during  the  year 
— in  a house  well  isolated  in  Sub-District  No.  5.  It  was  of  a very 
mild  type,  and  no  spread  of  infection  took  place. 
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Cowsheds  and  Dairies. — These  were  thoroughly  inspected 
during  the  months  of  April,  May,  and  June,  a record  of  the  dimen- 
sions, lighting,  ventilation,  water  supply,  and  drainage  of  each  being 
prepared  by  the  Inspector,  and  reported  on  to  the  Council.  This 
entailed  a very  considerable  amount  of  extra  work  on  both  the 
Inspector  and  myself.  Speaking  generally,  the  result  of  our  investi- 
gations showed  a fairly  satisfactory  state  of  affairs.  In  some  in- 
stances improvements  necessary  were  suggested,  which  have  since 
been  carried  out.  There  are  no  milk-shops  in  your  District,  and  it 
is  not  customary  to  set  up  milk  in  a milk-house,  as  after  being 
strained  it  is  delivered  at  once  by  cart,  or  in  cans,  to  the  various 
customers.  More  care  in  straining  might  betaken,  as  complaints  are 
not  infrequent  of  hair  and  other  foreign  matter  being  found  deposited 
on  the  bottom  of  vessels  in  which  milk  has  been  set  up  in  private 
houses.  Few  applications  for  registration  under  this  order  have  been 
received,  so  that  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  decide  who  is  selling  milk. 
A more  stringent  enforcing  of  the  Bye-laws  would  be  desirable,  and 
an  occasional  sampling  of  the  milk  by  the  Inspector  might  be  useful 
in  keeping  the  dairymen  up  to  the  mark.  It  is  very  undesirable  that 
any  preservative  should  be  added  to  milk,  and  in  this  District,  with 
two  deliveries  daily,  it  should  be  altogether  unnecessary. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— I must  confess' to  have  been 
under  a misapprehension  as  to  my  duties  with  regard  to  this  Act. 
I was  under  the  impression  that  the  Local  Authority  had  to  furnish 
me  with  a Register  of  the  various  Factories  and  Workshops  in  the 
District,  and  on  several  occasions  I have  applied  to  the  Clerk  for 
such  Register.  He  in  turn  made  application  to  the  Inspector  of 
Factories  for  this  District,  but  received  no  reply  to  his  repeated 
letters.  It  now  appears  that  the  Register  to  be  provided  by  the 
Council  is  only  a book  or  sheet,  in  which  entries  are  to  be  made  by 
me  of  visits  paid,  defects  found,  and  improvements  suggested.  So 
soon  as  I am  supplied  with  the  Register  required,  I shall  make  a 
systematic  visitation  ; and  when  completed  will  fill  in  and  forward 
to  the  various  Authorities  named  the  5 copies  of  Tables  received 
from  the  Home  Office. 

Water  Supply. — No.  1 Sub-District  is  well  provided  in 
all  parts  to  which  the  water  can  be  delivered  from  the  springs  by 
gravitation.  The  quality  is  excellent,  and  there  has  never  been  any 
scarcity — in  fact,  a much  larger  area  could  be  supplied  if  the  pressure 
could  be  increased.  As  it  is,  an  extension  of  the  present  mains  to 
several  houses  up  the  Burn  is  about  to  be  carried  out.  A scheme 
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for  a separate  supply  to  the  North  Side,  which  is  above  the  level  to 
which  the  present  mains  can  rise,  is  under  consideration  by  a Sub- 
Committee  of  your  Council,  and  negotiations  with  the  owner  are  in 
process  of  completion. 

In  the  Melkridge  portion  of  Sub-District  No.  2 an  increase 
of  the  present  supply  in  connection  with  anew  sewerage  scheme  has 
also  the  attention  of  the  Council. 

The  supply  provided  for  the  Bankfoot  portion  of  No.  3 Sub- 
District  continues  satisfactory,  and  is  delivered  conveniently  to  most 
of  the  residents. 

The  Longbyre  scheme  has  now  been  under  consideration 
for  a long  time,  but  not  much  advance  has  been  made  of  any  prac- 
tical value. 

At  Lambley,  in  Sub-District  No.  4,  a semi-public  supply 
was  examined  and  reported  on  favourably  very  recently. 

Sub-District  No.  5,  which  includes  several  Townships  of 
almost  entirely  agricultural  areas,  with  scattered  dwellings,  is  de- 
pendent mainly  on  private  wells.  At  Bardon  Mill,  which  is  in  this 
Sub-District,  the  principal  landowner  has  provided  a new  supply  of 
excellent  quality,  which  is  delivered  in  iron  pipes  to  the  village. 

At  Thorngrafton,  also,  a semi-public  supply  was  inspected 
by  the  Surveyor  and  myself  about  a month  ago  ; but  the  specimens 
submitted  for  examination  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  were  not 
considered  quite  satisfactory,  and  further  samples  will  be  sent  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Sewerage. — No.  1 District  has  a satisfactory  system  of 
water-borne  sewerage,  which  is  looked  after  and  regularly  flushed  by 
an  employee  of  the  Council.  The  irrigation  ground,  which  is  situated 
at  a low  level  to  the  south-east  of  the  town,  close  to  the  river  Tyne, 
is  not  utilized  to  the  extent  it  might  be,  and  a large  amount  of  sludge 
is  still  present  on  the  overflow  drain,  just  where  it  discharges  into 
the  river. 

The  Melkridge  Scheme,  in  No.  2 Sub-District — which  has 
occupied  the  attention  of  the  Council  at  frequent  intervals  since  last 
Annual  Report — is  now  well  forward,  and  all  the  necessary  plans 
are  at  present  in  the  hands  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  awaiting 
approval. 
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In  No.  3 Sub-District,  at  Gilsland,  it  has  become  necessary 
to  provide  a proper  scheme  on  account  of  the  increased  number  of 
houses,  and  the  fact  that  many  of  them  are  provided  with  water-closets 
which  at  present  discharge  directly  into  a small  burn — a tributary  of 
the  Irthing.  In  dry,  summer  weather  this  burn,  which  runs  through 
the  village,  is  sometimes  in  a very  unsanitary  state — a condition  of 
things  very  prejudicial  to  a community  which  lays  itself  out  for  the 
accommodation  and  attraction  of  summer  visitors.  A Sub-Com- 
mittee of  the  Council  are  at  present  engaged  in  furthering  this 
matter.  An  attempt  was  made  some  time  ago  for  a joint-scheme  of 
both  sewerage  and  water  supply  in  conjunction  with  the  Brampton 
Rural  District  Council,  but  no  satisfactory  solution  was  arrived  at. 

In  Sub-Districts  No.  1 and  5 there  is  no  regular  system  of 
sewerage,  and  the  absence  of  any  special  nuisances  occurring  in 
these  areas  shows  that  a fairly  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  has  pre- 
vailed generally. 

Nuisances. — The  Inspector  has  tabulated  his  returns  under 
this  heading,  and  the  Table  is  copied  below.  It  shows  the  number 
and  nature  of  the  Nuisances  dealt  with  by  him  in  the  various  Sub- 
Districts.  A total  of  a 103,  as  compared  with  105  in  1903,  shows 
that  he  has  been  attentive  to  his  duties  in  this  respect,  and  that 
evidently  there  is  need  for  continued  attention  being  given.  Defec- 
tive privies  and  ashpits,  and  the  want  of  attention  in  having  these 
receptacles  emptied  with  regularity  and  frequency  constitute  47  out 
of  the  total.  Defective  and  choked  drains  account  for  41,  the  re- 
mainder being  made  up  by  defects  in  backyards  and  private  urinals. 


NUISANCES  REPORTED  IN  1904. 


Sub- 

District. 

Drainage  defective 
and  choked. 

Privies  and 
Ashpits. 

Urinals. 

General. 

I. 

13 

9 

3 

10 

II. 

« * 

1 1 

, # 

• . 

III. 

15 

19 

, # 

2 

IV. 

t 

# # 

• • 

V. 

12 

8 

• • 

• • 

Totals 

4i 

47 

3 

12 
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Scavenging  by  the  Public  Authority  is  only  carried  out  in 
No.  1 Sub-District.  This  has  been  done  in  a fairly  satisfactory 
manner — probably  as  successfully  as  one  man  with  a horse  and  cart 
can  accomplish,  seeing  that  he  is  also  occasionally  employed  in 
watering  the  streets  in  dry  and  dusty  weather.  Also,  on  account  of 
the  closure  of  a tip  at  the  west-end,  the  cartman  is  obliged  to  lead 
the  refuse  from  this  locality  to  another  tip  near  the  Saw  Mill.  The 
last  accumulation  is  very  close  to  a low  embankment  of  the  river 
Tyne,  and  in  the  time  of  high  floods  would  be  readily  swept  away  by 
the  water.  The  tip  on  the  irrigation  field  is  now  full,  and  must  be 
extended,  or  a fresh  situation  obtained.  There  is  no  doubt  whatever 
that  this  is  a great  improvement  on  the  method  which  prevailed 
formerly,  and  this  class  of  nuisance  has  in  consequence  almost  dis- 
appeared. In  No.  3 Sub-District  the  colliery  owner  undertakes  the 
removal  of  ashes  and  house-refuse,  and  this  has  been  very  satisfac- 
torily done  during  the  year. 

Improvements. — In  pursuance  of  a plan  adopted  by  the 
County  Council  some  years  ago,  a further  instalment  of  new  kerbing 
and  channelling  has  been  carried  out  in  No.  1 sub-district  in  Pleasant 
Place,  The  Bank,  and  the  north  side  of  the  Market  Square.  At  the 
first-named  situation  the  owners  have  relaid  and  completed  the  paving 
and  Cementing  of  the  Foot  Path,  and  a great  improvement  has  result- 
ed. In  the  Market  Place  the  level  of  the  Channelling  was  altered  by 
the  County  Authorities,  so  that  the  existing  pavement — which  in 
some  instances  had  only  beer)  recently  laid  down — is  now  quite 
below  the  level  of  the  new  kerbing.  These  owners  naturally  com- 
plain that  they  are  not  liable  for  alterations  made  by  the  County 
Council,  and  refuse  to  re-lay  their  pavement  at  the  proper  level.  I 
understand  that,  on  the  representation  of  the  Parish  Council,  the 
County  Authority  has  agreed  in  these  cases  to  carry  out  the  neces- 
sary improvements.  New  side-paths  have  also  been  formed,  or  are 
in  process  of  formation,  at  most  of  the  new  streets — as  Lome  Street, 
Dale  Street,  Scotsfield  Street,  and  Presbyterian  Street.  They  are 
well-laid,  wide  footpaths,  but  all  have  the  very  objectionable  method 
(which  I drew  attention  to  in  my  last  Annual  Report)  of  carrying  the 
w7ater  from  the  down-spouts  of  the  dwellings  in  a narrow7,  shallow 
channel  over  the  footpath,  instead  of  in  a pipe  under  the  pavement. 
This  is  a matter  which  the  Council  should  take  up  and  insist  upon 
in  any  new  pavements  which  are  being  formed,  as  in  wet  wreather  it 
is  a decided  nuisance,  and  in  frost  may  become  positively  dangerous 
to  pedestrians. 
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Plans  for  39  new  houses,  and  alterations  in  existing  build- 
ings, have  been  approved  and  passed  by  the  Council  during  the  yeai 
1904,  and  the  Surveyor  has  granted  15  Certificates  of  Occupancy- 
12  being  in  No.  1 Sub-District,  1 in  No.  2,  and  2 in  No.  5.  In  con- 
nection with  the  passing  of  new  plans  for  houses  especially  smal 
cottage-houses  for  workmen — it  would  be  well  to  have  the  cubic 
space  indicated  on  the  plan,  and  the  number  of  inmates  which  could 
be  accommodated  without  overcrowding. 

At  Bankfoot,  in  No.  3 Sub-District,  a considerable  improve- 
ment has  been  effected  in  the  roadway  leading  up  to  the  houses,  hut 
more  still  requires  to  be  done  in  the  open  spaces  oetweeu  the  lows 
of  houses  to  make  the  improvement  complete. 


I have  to  thank  the  Council  for  having  last  year  had  my 
Report  printed,  and  I trust  they  will  agree  to  a continuance  of  such 
an  important  improvement  in  the  future. 

Requirements. — The  list  is  pretty  much  the  same  as  that 
of  last  year  and  several  of  the  items,  which  I am  awaie  you  have 
under  consideration,  should  be  as  promptly  dealt  with  as  possible,  as 
they  have  now  been  in  evidence  for  some  time  ana.  require  immediate 
attention.  They  are  as  follows  — - 

(i)  An  Isolation  Hospital,  or  some  other  provision  for  separating  any  case  of  im- 
ported Small  Pox  or  contact  who  may  be  suspected  oi  being  m a 
prodromal  stage  of  the  disease. 

Several  New  Streets  in  No.  i sub-district  are  regular  quagmires  in  wel 
weather,  and  should  be  put  into  proper  order  without  delay.  All 
this  trouble  might  be  avoided,  as  I have  already  pointed  out,  by  the 
Council  not  only  insisting  on  having  a properly  prepared  block  p*ar 
of  all  lands  laid  out  for  Building  Sites,  but  also  to  insist  on  the 
Sewers  and  Water  Mains  being  laid  and  the  Streets  satisfactory 
finished  before  building  operations  are  commenced. 

(3)  Water  Supply  for  Longbyre. 

(4)  Water  Supply  and  Sewerage  for  Gilsland. 

{5)  Sewerage  for  Melkridge. 

(6)  A systematic  discussion  by  the  Council  of  the  various  items  of  this  Report 
In  previous  years,  after  being  read  at  the  Meeting  of  the  council,  1 
has  never  again  been  referred  to. 


